
The Best Short Walks in Tasmania 

Tasmania is chock full of hikes that can take several days. But, as we are more on 

the beginner side, and let’s face it, soft, we only did walks that took up to five 

hours. We loved Tassie’s nature so much that when reminisce about our trip 

through Australia, we always fondly think back to these hikes.  

Here are just a few of the best short walks in Tasmania- don’t miss out on them! 

 

Hobart and the Surrounding Area: 

The fluted columns known as Organ Pipes at Mt. Wellington in Hobart. 3-hour 

return, Grade 3. It is a 1.8 km walk with a 400m climb and is rocky in sections. 

Dogs on leash are ok on walk, but only below Pinnacle Road. 

Russell Falls, near Mt. Field, a very easy track, 25-minute circuit. 

 

Tasman Peninsula: 

Cape Hauy is part of the Three Capes Track. 4-hour return, Grade 3, leaves from 

Fortescue Bay. 

 

Bruny Island: 

Cape Raoul Grade 4, 14k, 5-hour return. Track is rough and very steep. 

Fluted Cape Walk Consists of 2 walks. Grass Point, Grade 2, 1.5-hour return, and 

Fluted Cape, Grade 4, 2.5-hour return. We did this walk and loved it!  

Tip: for best views, take the Fluted Cape Walk clockwise, even though it is 

recommended otherwise in the brochures. This way you have amazing views, 

and the steepest section is uphill, which we thought was safer! We met walkers 

doing it the other way, and many of them had a hard time going down and 

couldn’t enjoy the views. 



 

Cockle Creek: 

South Cape Bay starts from the end of Australia’s most southerly road. 4-hour 

return, 7.7 km one way, Grade 3. Enjoy the amazing changing landscapes to the 

most southern point of Australia! The South Cape Bay is also the end of the 7-day 

South Coast Track to Port Davey.  

Tip: Cockle Creek is absolutely beautiful and it’s worth spending a few days!  

 

Western Wilds: 

Lake St. Clair 45-90-minute return, 4.7 km circuit, Grade 2. You can take either 

the Watersmeet Track, Grade 2, or the Platypus Bay and Larmairremener 

tabelti track, Grade 3. The lake itself is absolutely beautiful! 

Franklin River Nature Trail, we only went to the Swing Bridge and the 

Frenchmen Cap, and it was amazing. 



Donagyhs Hill, 40-minute return, views of mountain tops, small hill, easy to walk, 

and so beautiful! 

Nelson Falls, very easy walk, 20-minute return. 

Hogarth Falls, at Strahan township, Grade 2, 40-50-minute walk, dogs on leash 

are allowed. 

Dove Lake Circuit at Cradle Mountain, a 6 km track, and was absolutely 

beautiful. The walk is only about 2 hours, but it took us much longer as we 

stopped often to soak in the amazing views. Grade 3, walk in clockwise direction 

only. 

Enchanted Walk, also at Cradle Mountain, a 20-minute circuit. You can see 

wombats, and a river along a fairytale, magical rainforest. 

 

Northwest Coast: 

The Nut, 143m high, and a 15–20-minute steep walk to the plateau. If you have 

knee problems, take the chairlift. The Nut is really very steep to reach, and is 

hard on legs and knees. At the top, there is a circuit track around the Nut plateau 

that takes about an hour. 

 

Fern Glade in Burnie, 15-60-minutes. Sometimes you can see platypus, and it is a 

pleasant stroll in a nice park. 

 



Launceston, Tamar, and the North: 

Hollybank Forest, nice forest walk, dogs on leash are allowed, so we took Casey, 

the dog we were caring for, with us. 15–40-minute track, Grade 1. 

Tamar Island, 1.5-hour return, Grade 1. Beautiful wetlands and perfect for bird 

viewing. But beware, because we also spotted a copperhead snake and a tiger 

snake! 

 

East Coast: 

Friendly Beaches, Grade 2, 5 minutes to 5 hours, 100 m to 5 km long. Just step 

out onto a long white sandy beach from where you can explore in either 

direction. 

Cape Tourville at Freycinet National Park, coastal views, very easy walk, 20-

minute circuit, Grade 1. 

Wineglass Bay Lookout, also at Freycinet National Park, steep uphill walk over 

1.5 km, 1-1.5-hour walk, Grade 3. 

Wineglass Bay and Hazards Beach Circuit, continue from Wineglass Bay 

Lookout down to the beach, 4–5-hour return, Grade 4. 



Painted Cliffs on Maria Island, best at low tide, 1.5-2-hour return, Grade 3. 

Have fun exploring! 


